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Photo of the island nation Mauritius, from 
the National Geographic Society.  

(http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/place
s/countries/country_mauritius.html) 

 

EEE xxx ppp lll ooo rrr iii nnn ggg    AAA fffrrriii ccc aaa    www iii ttt hhh    ttt hhh eee

 

   
   
   

  
EEE xxx ppp lll ooo rrr iii nnn ggg    AAA fff rrr iii ccc aaa ’’’ sss    III sss lll aaa nnn ddd sss    
    
We often doesn’t usually think 
of islands when the word 
“Africa” is mentioned.  After all, 
Africa is the second largest 
continent.  There are 47 
countries on the African 
continent, including the 
disputed territory of Western 
Sahara.  However, some islands 
do exist off the coast and are 
usually considered a part of  
Africa.  Some of these are 
large, some are small, but all 
are fascinating.  These six 
islands are all independent 
nations, and bring the total of 
the number of countries in Africa to 53—the most countries of any continent. 
 
YYY ooo uuu rrr    MMM iii sss sss iii ooo nnn :::       Investigate the 6 African island nations.  Use National 
Geographic’s MapMachine as one of your tools to acquire geographic skills 
and knowledge so you will understand where these nations are, and what the 
islands’ climate, people, land use, and environments are like.   
 
1.  AAA ccc ccc eee sss sss    ttt hhh eee    NNN aaa ttt iii ooo nnn aaa lll    GGG eee ooo ggg rrr aaa ppp hhh iii ccc    MMM aaa ppp MMM aaa ccc hhh iii nnn eee  to begin your voyage! 
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/
 
Enter “Africa’ in the box and 
select “Find A Place” as shown on 
the right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/photos/photo_mauritius_mauritius.html
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_mauritius.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_mauritius.html
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2.  TTT hhh eee    BBB iii ggg    III sss lll aaa nnn ddd ...       At this scale, one island southeast of the African 
continent definitely stands out.  It is one of the most famous islands in the 
world.  Zoom to it. 
 
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy??  
  
IInn  wwhhaatt  oocceeaann  iiss  tthhiiss  iissllaanndd  llooccaatteedd??  
  
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  oonn  tthhee  mmaaiinnllaanndd  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  cclloosseesstt  ttoo  
tthhee  iissllaanndd  yyoouu  aarree  iinnvveessttiiggaattiinngg??  
  
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  cchhaannnneell  tthhaatt  sseeppaarraatteess  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  ffrroomm    
tthhee  iissllaanndd??  
 
Look at the scale bar.  HHooww  wwiiddee  iiss  tthhee  cchhaannnneell  aatt  iittss  nnaarrrroowweesstt  ppooiinntt??    
DDoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  sseeee  tthhee  mmaaiinnllaanndd  ffrroomm  tthhee  iissllaanndd??  
 
Keep the MapMachine running.  In a separate web browser window, look at 
National Geographic’s places index: 
 
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/index.html
 
Select the country that you are examining in the box, as follows: 
 

 
 
Read the article.  What are the only islands in the world larger than this one? 
 
UUssiinngg  tthhee  mmaapp  aanndd  tthhee  aarrttiiccllee,,  ffiillll  iinn  tthhee  ootthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  nneeeeddeedd  iinn  
tthhee  ttaabbllee  bbeellooww..   WWhhaatt,,  iinn  yyoouurr  ooppiinniioonn,,  iiss  tthhee  ccoooolleesstt  tthhiinngg  aabboouutt  
MMaaddaaggaassccaarr??  
 

Island 
Country Name 

Ocean Popu-
lation 

Lang-
uages 

Agri-
culture 

Coolest  
Thing 

Madagascar      
      
      
      
      
      

http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/index.html
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Go back to the MapMachine. 
  
BBaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  rrooaadd  nneettwwoorrkk  aanndd  tthhee  cciittiieess  iinn  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr,,  wwhheerree  ddoo  
yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  mmoosstt  ppeeooppllee  lliivvee??  
 
Change the map to a population map under “More Theme Maps” as follows: 
 

 
 
DDooeess  yyoouurr  hhyyppootthheessiiss  aabboouutt  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  iinn  
MMaaddaaggaassccaarr  hhoolldd,,  nnooww  tthhaatt  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ssttuuddiieedd  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ddeennssiittyy  
mmaapp??  
  
WWhhiicchh  ccooaasstt  hhaass  mmoorree  ppeeooppllee——tthhee  eeaasstt  oorr  tthhee  wweesstt  ccooaasstt??  
  
3.  HHH aaa bbb iii ttt aaa ttt sss a   aa nnn ddd    CCC lll iii mmm aaa ttt eee ...       Next, look at the habitat types of Madagascar.  
Change the map theme under “More Theme Maps” as follows:   Nature & 
Conservation  Habitats  Major Habitat Types, as follows: 
 

 
 
WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  tthhrreeee  mmaaiinn  hhaabbiittaatt  ttyyppeess  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ffiinndd  iinn  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr??      
  
WWhhyy  ddoo  yyoouu  ssuuppppoossee  tthhee  wweesstt  hhaallff  ooff  tthhee  iissllaanndd  hhaass  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  
hhaabbiittaatt  ffrroomm  tthhee  eeaasstt  hhaallff??      
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Find out if terrain has something to do with this difference in habitat.  
Change the map to a physical map.  HHooww  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  
pphhyyssiiccaall  ggeeooggrraapphhyy  ooff  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr??      
 
HHooww  ddoo  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  aaffffeecctt  tthhee  ttyyppee  ooff  ppllaannttss  tthhaatt  ccaann  ggrrooww  iinn  aa  
rreeggiioonn?? 
 
Under “Weather,” change the map to January precipitation.  HHooww  wwoouulldd  
yyoouu  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  ppaatttteerrnn  iinn  JJaannuuaarryy??    NNooww  cchhaannggee  tthhee  mmaapp  ttoo  JJuullyy  
pprreecciippiittaattiioonn..    WWhhiicchh  ssiiddee  ooff  rreecceeiivveess  mmoorree  rraaiinnffaallll  iinn  JJuullyy——tthhee  eeaasstt  
oorr  tthhee  wweesstt?? 
 
Change back to a map of habitat types and zoom in until you see the name 
of the habitat shown in bright green on the east side and the habitat shown 
in dark green on the west side. 
 
BBaasseedd  oonn  yyoouurr  aannaallyyssiiss  ooff  JJuullyy  rraaiinnffaallll,,  wwhhiicchh  vveeggeettaattiioonn——tthhee  
MMaaddaaggaassccaarr  DDrryy  FFoorreesstt,,  oorr  tthhee  MMaaddaaggaassccaarr  LLoowwllaanndd  FFoorreesstt,,  iiss  mmoorree  
lluusshh,,  oorr  ““tthhiicckkeerr??””  WWhhyy??  
 
Examine these two ecosystems on National Geographic’s WildWorld site, 
paying attention to the photographs shown. 
 
Madagascar Lowland Forest: 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/at/at0117.
html
 
Madagascar Dry Forest: 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/at/at0202.
html
 
NNooww  tthhaatt  yyoouu  hhaavvee  eexxaammiinneedd  tthhee  pphhoottooggrraapphhss,,  wwaass  yyoouurr  hhyyppootthheessiiss  
aabboouutt  wwhhiicchh  ffoorreesstt  wwoouulldd  bbee  ““mmoorree  lluusshh””  ccoorrrreecctt??  
  
WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  ““ccaauusseess  ffoorr  ccoonncceerrnn””  lliisstteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  DDrryy  FFoorreesstt??  
 
Enter the name “Toliara” in the “Find A Place” box.  Select the second one in 
the results window and zoom to it.  Change the map to a Satellite map and 
observe the sediment that is being brought to the ocean by the river just to 
the south of the city of Toliara.  This is the Onilahy River.   
 
BBaasseedd  oonn  yyoouurr  rreeaaddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ccaauusseess  ffoorr  ccoonncceerrnn,,  aabboovvee,,  wwhhyy  iiss  tthhiiss  
rriivveerr  ssoo  ffuullll  ooff  sseeddiimmeenntt??    
 
 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/at/at0117.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/at/at0117.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/at/at0202.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/at/at0202.html
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4.  III nnn ttt ooo    ttt hhh eee    III nnn dddiii aaa nnn    OOO ccc eee aaa nnn ...       Next, pan the map to the east, about 1000 
kilometers due east of the center of Madagascar.  WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  
tthhee  ttwwoo  iissllaannddss??      
  
IIff  yyoouu  ssaaiilleedd  dduuee  eeaasstt  ffrroomm  tthheessee  ttwwoo  iissllaannddss,,  oonn  wwhhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy  wwoouulldd  
yyoouu  ffiinnaallllyy  llaanndd??  
  
HHooww  ffaarr  aawwaayy  iiss  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy??  
  
IIff  yyoouu  ccoouulldd  ssaaiill  110000  kkiilloommeetteerrss  eeaacchh  ddaayy,,  hhooww  lloonngg  wwoouulldd  iitt  ttaakkee  yyoouu  
ttoo  rreeaacchh  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy??  
 
Read the first paragraph of the following about Reunion: 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9union
 
Next, read about Mauritius at National Geographic: 
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_mauritius.ht
ml
 
HHooww  ddiidd  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  ffoorrmm??  
  
WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  iissllaannddss  iiss  aann  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  nnaattiioonn??  
 
Use the article to fill in the information in the table you have been compiling 
on each island country, above. 
 
UUssiinngg  tthhee  MMaappMMaacchhiinnee,,  wwhhaatt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ssaayy  iiss  tthhee  mmaaiinn  hhaabbiittaatt  ttyyppee  
oonn  MMaauurriittiiuuss??  
 
Pan back to the channel between Madagascar and the African mainland, to 
Comoros.   
 
IIss  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  ccoommpprriisseedd  ooff  oonnee  iissllaanndd  oorr  sseevveerraall  iissllaannddss?? 
 
Read about this country on: 
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_comoros.htm
l
 
WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  iinn  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  hhiissttoorryy  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  iissllaannddss??  
 
UUssee  tthhee  aarrttiiccllee  aanndd  MMaappMMaacchhiinnee  ttoo  ffiillll  iinn  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ttaabbllee  
yyoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommppiilliinngg  oonn  eeaacchh  iissllaanndd  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aabboovvee..  
 
Next, investigate the Seychelles: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9union
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_mauritius.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_mauritius.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_comoros.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_comoros.html
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http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_seychelles.ht
ml
 
Zoom to the islands in the MapMachine. 
 
HHooww  mmaannyy  iissllaannddss  mmaakkee  uupp  tthhee  SSeeyycchheelllleess??  
 
5.  OOO nnn    ttt hhh eee    OOO ttt hhh eee rrr S   SS iii ddd eee    ooo fff    AAA fff rrr iii ccc aaa ...       Now it’s time to explore the islands in a 
completely different ocean.   
 
Zoom to São Tomé and Príncipe in MapMachine.  IInn  wwhhaatt  oocceeaann  aarree  tthheessee  
iissllaannddss??    WWhhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy  oonn  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  mmaaiinnllaanndd  iiss  cclloosseesstt  ttoo  tthheessee  
iissllaannddss??  
 
Read about the islands on: 
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_saotomeandp
rincipe.html
  
UUssee  tthhee  aarrttiiccllee  aanndd  MMaappMMaacchhiinnee  ttoo  ffiillll  iinn  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ttaabbllee  
yyoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommppiilliinngg  oonn  eeaacchh  iissllaanndd  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aabboovvee..  
 
Finally, explore Cape Verde in MapMachine and on: 
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_capeverde.ht
ml
 
IInn  wwhhaatt  oocceeaann  aarree  tthheessee  iissllaannddss??      
  
WWhhaatt  ccoouunnttrryy  oonn  tthhee  AAffrriiccaann  mmaaiinnllaanndd  iiss  cclloosseesstt  ttoo  tthheessee  iissllaannddss??    
WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ddiissttaannccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  mmaaiinnllaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  cclloosseesstt  iissllaanndd??  
  
UUssee  tthhee  aarrttiiccllee  aanndd  MMaappMMaacchhiinnee  ttoo  ffiillll  iinn  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ttaabbllee  
yyoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoommppiilliinngg  oonn  eeaacchh  iissllaanndd  ccoouunnttrryy,,  aabboovvee..  
 
Other islands in the area exist too.  For example, read about the Canary 
Islands: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canary_Islands
 
WWhhyy  aarreenn’’tt  tthhee  CCaannaarryy  IIssllaannddss  iinn  yyoouurr  lliisstt  ooff  ooffffsshhoorree  iissllaanndd  
ccoouunnttrriieess??  
  
WWhhyy  wweerree  tthheessee  AAttllaannttiicc  OOcceeaann  iissllaannddss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  EEuurrooppeeaann  
eexxpplloorreerrss??    WWhhaatt  iimmppaacctt  ddoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  tthhaatt  EEuurrooppeeaann  ccoolloonniizzaattiioonn  hhaadd  
oonn  tthheessee  iissllaannddss  iinn  tthhee  ppaasstt  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt??      
  
WWhhiicchh  iissllaannddss  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppaacctt  ffrroomm  ccoolloonniiaalliizzaattiioonn??    
  

http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_seychelles.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_seychelles.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_saotomeandprincipe.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_saotomeandprincipe.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_capeverde.html
http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/places/countries/country_capeverde.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canary_Islands
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6.  DDD iii ggg    DDD eee eee ppp eee rrr ...         You have learned about the island nations of Africa:  Cape 
Verde, São Tomé and Príncipe, Madagascar, the Comoros, the Seychelles, 
and Mauritius.  WWhhaatt  iinnfflluueennccee  ddooeess  pphhyyssiiccaall  ggeeooggrraapphhyy  hhaavvee  oonn  tthhee  
iissllaannddss’’  eennvviirroonnmmeennttss??      
  
WWhhaatt  iinnfflluueennccee  ddooeess  ccuullttuurraall  ggeeooggrraapphhyy  hhaavvee  oonn  tthhee  iissllaannddss’’  ppaasstt,,  
aanndd  wwhhaatt  iinnfflluueennccee  ddooeess  iitt  hhaavvee  oonn  hhooww  tthheessee  ccuullttuurreess  eexxiisstt  iinn  tthhee  
pprreesseenntt  ddaayy?? 
  
IInnvveessttiiggaattee  ootthheerr  iissllaannddss  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  uussiinngg  MMaappMMaacchhiinnee  aanndd  tthhrroouugghh  
aarrttiicclleess  aatt  NNaattiioonnaall  GGeeooggrraapphhiicc  aanndd  eellsseewwhheerree..   You could start with the 
resources on: 
http://georaphy.about.com/cs/islands/
 
AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhiiss  ssiittee,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  mmoosstt  rreemmoottee  iissllaanndd??    Use 
the MapMachine to investigate islands.  WWoouulldd  yyoouu  aaggrreeee  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  
ssttaatteemmeenntt,,  oorr  ddoo  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  tthheerree  iiss  aann  eevveenn  mmoorree  rreemmoottee  iissllaanndd?? 
 
Print your own giant wall map of Africa on:  
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/pdf/africaphy.pdf
 
Go to Africa someday! 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/traveler/extras/planner/africa/index.htm
l

    

http://georaphy.about.com/cs/islands/
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/pdf/africaphy.pdf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/traveler/extras/planner/africa/index.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/traveler/extras/planner/africa/index.html

